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RECENT SMALL ATLASES 


URING the past year three inex- 
D pensive atlases have appeared 
which, though primarily of a type for 
the home or office library, are recom- 
mended also for classroom use or to 
supplement the larger reference atlases 
in the school or public library. Besides 
gazetteer information, they include much 
miscellaneous material, such as_ lists 
of important rivers, mountains, lakes, 





waterfalls, wonders of the world, air- 
line, railroad and highway distances be- 
tween cities, etc. 

In connection with these new publi- 
cations attention should be called again 
to the Rand McNally world atlas, Pre- 
mier edition, now priced at $4.50, re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, October 1931. This volume is 
continually reprinted with revisions, the 
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1938 edition, for instance, incorporating 
the European boundary changes of 
March 1938. This atlas as well as the 
three listed below is available in retail 
bookstores. 


Hammond’s modern illustrated atlas 

of the world ... de luxe ed. 10% 

x 13% inches. Garden City, N.Y., 

Garden City pub. co., 1937-38. 293p. 

fabrikoid $2.98. 

This volume contains 16 pages of 
well-chosen historical maps, 81 pages of 
political maps of the United States and 
its dependencies, and 48 pages of politi- 
cal maps of foreign countries. The 
United States maps, in two colors, are 
shown on a fairly large scale, being in 
many cases the same as those in Ham- 
mond’s new world atlas, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1938. Foreign maps are in full color. 
The maps are, in all cases checked, satis- 
factorily up to date. A map of Central 
Europe showing boundary changes of 
March 1938 has been inserted in the 
1938 reprinting of the volume, which 
was originally published in 1937. 

The maps vary in legibility, some, like 
those of Central Europe, Michigan, Ver- 
mont, Kentucky, etc., being admirably 
clear while others, like those of Pennsyl- 
vania, Maine, Mexico, Ontario, India 
and Switzerland, are difficult to read be- 
cause of the crowding of place names and 
type. 
more cities and towns are generally 


insufficiently clear-cut Many 
shown on the state maps in this atlas 
than in either of the other two volumes 
under discussion. 

Elevation is shown on only a few 


maps. 


An index of the United States by 
states, including very small towns, gives 
1930 census figures for population. The 
index of about 3,000 foreign cities in- 
cludes undated population statistics ap- 
parently based on official sources but not 
always the latest available. 

The gazetteer of foreign countries is 
similar to that of Hammond’s new world 
atlas. A gazetteer of the United States 
gives brief historical and descriptive in- 
formation for each state, with a small 
economic outline map. Miscellaneous 
material in this volume not in the other 
two atlases includes tables of airline dis- 
tances between foreign cities and of 
lengths of degrees of longitude, a parcel 
post map of the United States, and dia- 
grams showing areas of the earth, char- 


‘acter of land, religions, etc. 


The Matthews-Northrup new inter- 


national atlas and_ illustrated 
gazetteer. 10% x 14 inches. N.Y., 
Blue ribbon books, 1938.  264p. 


$1.89. 


This is a trade edition of the Book 
of the universe, c1937, reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1938. The 1938 reprint has been slightly 
revised in accordance with recent politi- 
cal changes in Central Europe. 


Rand McNally standard atlas of the 
world. 10% x 7% inches. N.Y., 
Rand McNally & co., c1938. 382p. 
cloth $3; 20 per cent discount to 
libraries and schools. 


The handy size of this atlas, which 
enables it to fit in the ordinary bookshelf, 
makes it especially suitable for the home 
library or for circulating purposes in the 
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public library. It contains 16 pages of 
smali historical maps, 94 pages of polit- 
ical maps of the United States, and 70 
pages of political maps of foreign coun- 
tries. All are in two colors except a 
few of the historical maps which appear 
in full color. Elevation is indicated by 
hachuring, except in the case of South 
America and Australia. 

Many of the maps are on the same scale 
as those in the larger Rand McNally 
world atlas, Premier edition, noted above, 
though necessarily covering two pages 
instead of one. They are up to date in 
all cases that were checked and are 
legibly printed. 

The indexes for the states of the 
United States include towns and cities of 
1,000 or more population. Population 
statistics often differ from those of the 
official 1930 census but are said to repre- 
sent “latest census figures.” A general 


index of about 4,500 foreign cities gives 
population figures which appear to have 
been drawn from official sources though 
not always the latest obtainable. 

Pronunciation of about 3,200 geo- 
graphical names is indicated in a “Pro- 
nouncing gazetteer” of principal world 
places. 

There are a gazetteer of the chief coun- 
tries of the world and an outline by 
states of the chief points of interest in the 
United States, both of which are illus- 
trated with interesting photographs, and 
a list of geographical names in occasional 
current use. Miscellaneous material not 
in the other atlases includes a highway 
map and a public land survey map of the 
United States, a chart showing organiza- 
tion of the United States government, 
and lists of seven scientific wonders, 
seven natural wonders, and comparative 
railway mileage of various countries. 


REVIEWS 


Britannica junior; an encyclopaedia 
for boys and girls, prepared under the 
supervision of the editors of the Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica. 12v. Chicago, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., c1938. 
Red Britannotex $59.90, to libraries 
and schools $49.90; blue Craftex 
$49.90, to libraries and schools $39.90, 
multiple sales in excess of one copy, 
$36.15; 5 per cent additional discount 
on all accounts paid within 30 days 
after delivery, f.o.b. destination. 

The original edition of Britannica 
junior, published in 1934, was reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, Janu- 
ary 1935. This set, designed for children 
in the elementary schools, was based on 


ea 


W eedon’s modern encyclopedia, reviewed 
in October 1932 and April 1934. It has 
been reprinted with revisions in 1937 
and 1938, , 
In the 1938 edition the basic plan re- 
mains the same, volume 1, Ready refer- 
ence, serving as an index and epitome, 
and volume 12 containing the Study 
guide and a collection of tables and docu- 
ments. To the latter volume has been 
added an atlas section of 73 map plates, 
with an index of cities and towns. The 
maps are clear and up to date. They now 
include sectional political maps of the 
United States and other new maps as 
well as the full-page maps formerly 
found in the body of the encyclopedia. 
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The combined revisions of 1937 and 
1938 do not in any sense constitute a 
thorough revision, and a large proportion 
of the articles in the Britannica junior 
where changes might be expected are still 
identical with those in Weedon’s modern 
encyclopedia. The type of revision may 
be indicated by the following examples. 

Articles on some of the states of the 
United States have been rewritten by 
new contributors and those on others 
have been revised to some extent by 
correcting errors and adding recent in- 
formation. Dates of death have been 
inserted in biographies, and population 
figures have been brought up to date in 
discussions under geographical names. 

The historical charts in volume 7 have 
been revised to include events through 
1937. Recent information has been 
added to articles on certain countries, 
such as Abyssinia, Austria, the Balkan 
states, Brazil, China, Germany, India, 
Spain, the Union of Socialist Soviet Re- 
publics and the United States, but this 
often consists of a single sentence, such as 
the reference to the Chinese-Japanese 
hostilities of 1937-38 in the article on 
China, the reference to Roosevelt’s re- 
election in the article on the United 
States, etc. The material on Japan, 
Mexico, and Palestine remains the same 
as in the 1934 edition. 

The discussion of Television has been 
rewritten and that of Labor organiza- 
tions now includes information on the 
Committee for industrial organization. 
Important topics which show little or no 
revision in comparison with Weedon’s 
are Moving pictures, Music, Photog- 
raphy, Radio, Rubber and Transporta- 
tion. There is no information on color 


photography, infrared photography, min- 
iature cameras or similar recent develop- 
ments in this field. Changes in the 
article on Radio consist of the restate- 
ment of one paragraph and the substitu- 
tion of a new illustration for an older one. 

Certain inaccuracies have been cor- 
rected, such as the statement regarding 
the form of government of the city of 
Cleveland, while others, as in the articles 
on Des Moines and Polyandry, are un- 
changed. 

Revisions in the Ready reference or 
index volume include the addition of 
dates of death to biographical entries and 
the substitution of up-to-date population 
figures in entries for cities, countries, etc. 
References to the maps in volume 12 have 
been added to some of the place names in 
the index. New entries such as Dollfuss, 
Seyss-Inquart, von Schuschnigg, C.C.C., 
“Hindenburg” disaster, Santo Domingo, 
and Saar plebiscite, have been included. 
Topics added to material in the body 
of the encyclopedia have sometimes es- 
caped inclusion in the index, however, 
such as the information on the C.I.O., 
added to the article on Labor organiza- 
tions. 

The clear, concise definitions in the 
Ready reference volume continue to be a 
strong feature. However, this volume 
still retains the weakness of referring to 
the text for information which adds noth- 
ing to that already given in the index. 
This is particularly true of entries for 
abbreviations. 

In the Study guide, the most obvious 
changes appear in the units on the bio- 
logical and modern social sciences, which 
now receive particular emphasis. Some 
sections of the Guide remain unchanged. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





p- 


ydy 


the 
ea 
me 
r to 
yth- 
lex. 
for 


ious 
bio- 
rich 
ome 
ved. 


JuLy 


1939 37 





Others, such as the units on ancient and 
medieval history, have been condensed. 
The tables of national parks, rulers of 
foreign countries, etc., in this volume 
have been brought up to date. 

As a whole the 1938 edition of Britan- 
nica junior retains most of the satisfac- 
tory and unsatisfactory features of the 
1934 edition. ‘The material is generally 
authoritative though uneven in style. 
Many articles are interesting and well 
written from the younger child’s stand- 
point, while others are better adapted to 
the older child or the adult. In some 
cases, as in the articles on Radio and 
Television, the information is so general- 
ized or condensed as to be vague and 
unintelligible to children. 

The material on most subjects is com- 
paratively brief and is often lacking in 
details of particular interest to school 
children; for example, the article on the 
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics 
does not give any idea of social condi- 
tions under the new regime; and the 
discussion of Rubber fails to include 
methods of manufacture and uses. Cer- 
tain topics of special interest to young 
people, such as Vocational guidance and 
Four-H clubs, are entirely omitted. 
About 25 stories are included among the 
factual articles. 

In spite of its deficiencies, the Britan- 
nica junior offers considerable usefulness 
for the home libraries of individuals who 
find its reasonable price within their 
range, and as a supplementary reference 
work in the school or public library 
which cannot afford to duplicate the 
more expensive sets. 

It is recommended only under such 
conditions, 


Compton’s pictured encyclopedia. 
15v. 26cm. Chicago, F. E. Compton 

& co., c1939. To libraries and schools, 

fabrikoid $74.50 or $69.50 cash; 

buckram $69.90 or $64.90 cash. 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia, 
whose editor-in-chief is Guy Stanton 
Ford, has gone through many editions 
and reprintings since it was first copy- 
right in 1922. Athol Ewart Rollins 
has served continuously as managing 
editor. Seymour Jones is art director. 
Many experts in various fields are num- 
bered among the editors and contribu- 
tors, and a number of outstanding educa- 
tors and librarians are listed as advisers. 

This encyclopedia was last reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin in Janu- 
ary 1935. The 1939 edition embodies 
corrections, revisions and other improve- 
ments suggested in previous criticisms 
of the set and necessitated by the “‘con- 
tinuous revision” policy of the editors. 
A definite trend toward a more digni- 
fied style of presentation is observable 
in the elimination of many written down 
articles, catchy lead sentences, and 
chopped-up versions of literary classics. - 
The former sketch of John Bunyan, 
largely taken up with a condensation of 
Pilgrim’s progress, has been done over 
into a well-written and informative ar- 
ticle. Similar treatment has been ac- 
corded a number of other literary classics 
and made-to-order animal and nature 
stories, though some of these remain, as 
in the articles on Bear, Camel, Deer, and 
Owl. 

Headings of articles and descriptive 
legends under pictures have in many 
cases been modified, although some over- 
popular in tone or confusing to children 
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are still used; e.g., “‘“Loafers’ of the 
animal and plant world,” title of the ar- 
ticle Parasite; “How great buildings 
come from ‘mud pies,” heading the 
article Brick and tile; and the expression 
“crazy about sunlight” under an illus- 
tration of the cicada, C-67. 

Many articles have been rewritten 
and greatly improved. Some examples 
are those on Baby care; Barometer; 
Barrie, James Mathew ; Dam; Etiquette ; 
and Poetry. 

The elimination of stories, fanciful 
pictures and other nonencyclopedic ma- 
terial and some condensation in older 
articles have made space for the addition 
of new subjects, such as Bunsen, Robert 
W. E.; Bunsen burner; Baldwin of 
Bewdley, Earl (Stanley Baldwin) ; Bar- 
num, Phineas T.; Diatoms; Drought; 
etc. Many of the existing articles have 
been revised and expanded and others 
show minor changes. 

The material dealing with scientific, 
technical, economic and industrial sub- 
jects has been extensively revised, and 
such articles as Aeronautics, Agriculture, 
Banking and Irrigation are satisfactorily 
Recent political and social 
changes in many countries are discussed 
in some detail, as in the articles on Ger- 
many, Mexico and India. 

The revision of related subjects, as 
emphasized in the editorial policy of 
Compton’s pictured encyclopedia, has 
been consistently followed through in 
every instance which was checked by the 
reviewers, and necessary changes have 
been made in the Fact-index. 

Though the Fact-index has been sys- 
tematically revised to include new ma- 


up to date. 


terial, inconsequential references have 


not been entirely eliminated ; for example, 
see the entries for Fox farming, A-102; 
Carillon, B-92; and Glockenspiel, 
N-O-241. 

The pictorial information has received 
an important addition in the 43 picto- 
graphs, prepared by Dr. Otto Neurath, 
which lend interest and vividness to the 
discussions of Agriculture, Industrial 
revolution, Mines and mining, Popula- 
tion and a number of other subjects. Im- 
provements in the illustrations as a whole 
are due to the substitution of pictures of 
definite merit for some which were over- 
crowded, fanciful or inconsequential. 

Colored illustrations are admirably re- 
produced, notably in the articles on China 
and Color. Some of the older pictures 
suffer by contrast with those newly 
added. 

Many maps have been added or re- 
drawn to economic, historical, 
physiographic or political changes; e.g., 
those of soil regions, $-191c; territorial 
expansion of the United States, U-242; 
drought areas in the United States, D- 
113d; and Czechoslovakia, C-422. State 


maps of the United States are unsatis- 


show 


factory. 

Bibliographies which accompany the 
longer articles show the addition of new 
titles. 

The volumes are strongly and attrac- 
tively bound. 

The 1939 edition of Compton’s 
pictured encyclopedia shows definite 
improvement over that of 1935. In 
readability, range of subject matter, up- 
to-dateness and general usefulness, it 
ranks among the best in encyclopedias 
for young people. It is recommended for 
the home, school or public library. 
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Concise universal biography; a dic- 
tionary of the famous men and women 
of all countries and all times . . . ed. 
by Sir J. A. Hammerton. 4v. in 2. 
28cm. London, Educational book co., 
Itd. [1934-35] illus. cloth $12.75 
(price quoted by the Geo. E. Dum co., 
214 Oak St., Columbus, Ohio, dis- 
tributors in the U. S.). 

The Concise universal biography orig- 
inally appeared in four volumes priced 
at $20. In the consolidation into two 
volumes the separate title pages of the 
original four volumes have been retained. 
The pages are consecutively numbered, 
totaling 1452. 

According to the foreword, these 
volumes are based upon the biographical 
section of the Concise universal encyclo- 
pedia, also edited by Sir J. A. Hammer- 
ton and published by the Amalgamated 
press, London, 1930-31, but the original 
articles have been “subjected to rigorous 
revision” and expanded to include double 
the number of entries, or about 20,000 
names. 

Eight supplementary pages located at 
the end of the set include dates of death 
and other important events which oc- 
curred in the lives of the biographees dur- 
ing the process of publication ; the correc- 
tion of errors; and a few additional 
biographies. 

The articles, arranged alphabetically, 
vary in length from two lines to a page 
and a half. As the title suggests, the 
scope is universal, including men and 
women of all times, all countries and all 
occupations. There are biblical char- 
acters, statesmen, financiers, authors, 
artists, musicians, etc. Living persons 
are included, among them many popular 


— 


figures of the theater, sports world, etc., 
such as Walt Disney, Greta Garbo, Ells- 
worth Vines, and Paavo Nurmi. 

Bibliographical references are often 
given, especially with the longer articles. 
Pronunciation is sometimes indicated, at 
the end of a sketch, though this practice 
seems but inconsistently followed, as it 
is omitted for some of the more difficult 
names. 

Plentiful and varied illustrative ma- 
terial adds interest to the volumes, in- 
cluding not only portraits, but also photo- 
graphs of buildings, reproductions of 
famous works of art, maps, graphs, gen- 
ealogical tables, facsimiles of handwrit- 
ing, etc. 

The text is well printed on paper 
sufficiently smooth to reproduce the il- 
lustrations effectively. Margins are 
narrow. The binding does not seem 
strong enough to withstand hard use. 

The information in these volumes ap- 
pears generally accurate and up to date 
to the time of publication, which, it must 
be remembered, was 1934-35. Many of 
the longer biographical sketches such as 
those of Charles Dickens, Queen Eliza- . 
beth and Eleonora Duse are written in a 
readable though concise style. A large pro- 
portion of the biographies are very brief. 
Those on living persons, for instance, are 
as a rule much less full than the data 
furnished by volumes especially devoted 
to contemporary biography. 

In school or public libraries which 
have great demand for biographical 
material, the Concise universal biography 
may be of interest to supplement the 
general encyclopedias, the ““who’s whos,” 
and such standard works. It is recom- 
mended for this purpose. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not i ar dation 











40 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





Funk & Wagnalls standard high 
school dictionary of the English 
language... ; ed. by Frank H. Vize- 
telly and Charles Earle Funk. 
Evanston, IIl., Row, Peterson, 1939. 
1008, xxxiip. fabrikoid $2.08; 25 per 
cent discount to libraries and schools. 
This dictionary differs little from the 

New comprehensive standard dictionary 

of the English language, published by 

Funk & Wagnalls in 1938 and reviewed 

in the Subscription Books Bulletin, Janu- 

ary 1938. The main text and illustra- 
tions are the same, but binding and pref- 
ace are different and an appendix has 
been added. The binding of the Row, 
Peterson edition is hunter’s green, attrac- 
tive and sturdy. The foreword of the 
original Funk & Wagnalls edition has 
teen condensed and new prefatory ma- 
terial has been added in an editorial state- 
ment, “What this dictionary does for 
you,” and an article by Martha Gray, 

English department, Evanston township 

high school, Evanston, Illinois, on “How 

would you say it? — a word quiz.” 
The appendix includes: Signal codes; 

Important periods, dates, and names in 

the history of English literature; Great 

writers and great works of various ages 
and nations; One hundred books and 
plays worth reading ; Greek, Roman, and 

Norse gods and goddesses; The Hall of 

Fame; Requirements for admission to 

Annapolis and West Point ; Great inven- 

tions and their inventors; Proof-readers’ 

marks; Better say (helpful suggestions 
for the correct use of English words and 
phrases) ; Rules for punctuation; Rules 
for spelling; Forms of address: Parlia- 
mentary law at sight; Time differences ; 
The solar system. 


The large type and simply stated defi- 
nitions make this dictionary attractive 
to many adults as well as to high school 
students, and it should be especially use- 
ful to adults with limited reading back- 
ground. It is recommended for the home, 
school or public library, though it would 
not be needed by those already having 
the New comprehensive standard dic- 
tionary. 


The Modern encyclopedia of pho- 
tography; a standard work of refer- 
ence for amateur & professional photog- 
raphers. General ed., $. G. Blaxland 
Stubbs; associate eds., F. J. Mortimer 
and Gordon S. Malthouse. 2v. 25% 
cm. Boston, American photographic 
pub. co. [1938] 1350p. illus. cloth 
$12; 10 per cent discount to libraries. 


The Modern encyclopedia of photog- 
raphy is a collection of articles on the 
principles, processes and techniques of 
modern photography. It is printed in 
England and distributed in America 
under the imprint of the American 
photographic publishing co. 

The editors of the Encyclopedia 
and its contributors are British. S. G. 
Blaxland Stubbs, the general editor, is 
also general editor of a series of technical 
encyclopedias issued by the Waverley 
book co., London. His associate editors 
are identified with several well-known 
British amateur photographic journals, 
F. J. Mortimer serving as editor of the 
Amateur Photographer and Photograms 
of the Year, as well as editor of the latest 
edition of Wall’s Dictionary of photog- 
raphy, and Gordon S. Malthouse as edi- 
tor of the Amateur Ciné World and 
Miniature Camera W orld. 
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The 106 persons listed as principal con- 
tributors are also British. They repre- 
sent the whole field of amateur and 
professional photography, _ including 
manufacturers, chemists, research work- 
ers, commercial photographers and spe- 
cialists in aerial, microscopical, miniature, 
nature and sports photography, etc. The 
longer articles, sometimes extending to 
10 pages or more, and a few of the briefer 
ones, are signed. 

Introductory articles by the associate 
editors discuss “Triumphs of modern 
photography,” “Modern magic of the 
amateur ciné camera,” and “How your 
camera works.” 

The arrangement is alphabetical, but 
since topics are generally grouped under 
broad headings the detailed index at the 
end of volume 2 is necessary. There are 
no “‘see references” in the body of the 
book, but cross references from one article 
to another are a helpful feature. 

A classified, up-to-date list of selected 
modern works on photography precedes 
the index. Publishers and dates are given 
for the books listed in the bibliography. 

The volumes are profusely illustrated 
with well-reproduced photographs and 
diagrams in the text and on plates, the 
latter including reproductions of exhi- 
bition photographs, printed on special 
paper, and a number of colored plates. 

The set is well printed in large, clear 
type on glossy paper. 

The Modern encyclopedia of photog- 
raphy covers many phases of the subject. 
There are long articles on Beginners 
hints and tips, Cameras, Cinematography, 
Films, Winter with the camera, Archaeo- 
logical, Bird, Flower, Horse and Yacht 
photography, etc. ; and briefer discussions 


Ciao 


of the Album, Bleachout process, Con- 
densers, Defects in negatives and prints, 
Photometers, etc. Information is clearly 
presented and authoritative. Most of it 
is especially directed to the amateur and 
for such users it is interesting and ade- 
quate. 

For picture-taking methods the ma- 
terial in these volumes is valuable to the 
professional as well as to the amateur 
photographer. Descriptions of methods 
of developing, enlarging and other proc- 
esses, however, are too brief and too 
lacking in specific detail to be of prac- 
tical value to the professional photog- 
rapher. There is often a tendency to 
describe equipment in detail, at the ex- 
pense of methods of photographic tech- 
nique. 

The British terminology and other 
evidences of the set’s foreign origin fre- 
quently constitute a disadvantage to the 
American reader. This is not generally 
true of the material dealing with proc- 
esses, since there is slight variation be- 
tween British and American practices, 
but it does apply to information on 
cameras, enlargers, films, developing 
tanks, etc. In describing such equipment, 
little attention is given to American prod- 
ucts unless they happen to be popular in 
England, and the British products de- 
scribed are usually not readily available 
in this country. 

An example of divergent terminology, 
likely to cause occasional inconvenience, 
is the absence of the familiar American 
term “microphotography.” The latter 
is not used even as a cross reference in the 
index, though the subject is discussed in 
an article on “Recording apparatus and 
photo-duplication,” p.1081-85. 
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The Modern encyclopedia of photog- 
raphy nevertheless contains much ma- 
terial of value to the amateur photog- 
rapher of this country, especially in the 
absence of any similar American work 
on the subject. It is recommended for 
libraries in communities where there is 
an active interest in amateur photography. 


My book house; ed. by Olive Beaupré 
Miller. 12v. 24cm. Chicago, Book 
house for children, c1937. $49.50; 
20 per cent discount to libraries and 
schools. 


This is a revised and enlarged edition 
of the six-volume set of My book house, 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin for October 1930. The contents 
include: v.1, In the nursery; v.2, Story 
time; v.3, Up one pair of stairs; v.4, 
Through the gate; v.5, Over the hills; 
v.6, Through fairy halls; v.7, The magic 
garden; v.8, Flying sails; v.9, The treas- 
ure chest ; v.10, From the tower window; 
v.11, In shining armor; v.12, Halls of 
fame. 

The fundamental plan of arranging 
stories, poems and songs (without music) 
progressively according to their appeal 
for children of different ages remains the 
same, but new material has been added 
and some of the older selections have been 
eliminated or shifted from one volume 
to another. The volumes cf the new 
edition each contain about half as many 
pages as those of the 1920-25 edition. 
Additions to the new edition scattered 
throughout the 12 volumes total the 
equivalent of approximately one volume. 

The greater part of the new material 
is in volumes 1-7, intended for the young 
child, and includes nursery rhymes of 


foreign countries, prose stories centering 
about the child’s own experiences, and 
selections of American folklore. Brief 
footnotes have been added to many selec- 
tions, explaining their historical back- 
ground or linking them with musical and 
artistic compositions. Most of the repet- 
itive and cumulative stories for young 
children have been shifted from volume 
1 to volume 2 to provide space for the new 
nursery rhymes in volume 1. The child- 
hood biographies of famous authors for- 
merly in volume 6 have been rewritten 
and shifted to volume 12. 

The index appears in revised form in 
volume 12, including in a single alphabet 
authors, titles, leading characters, sub- 
jects, and ethical themes. 

Illustrations in full colors are now 
included in volume 1, though others 
throughout the set are, as before, in two 
and three colors or black and white. 
Reproductions of pictures by a number 
of well-known illustrators, such as Maud 
and Miska Petersham and Willy Pogany, 
accompany a few selections. 

The books are well printed in large, 
clear type on paper slightly tinted green 
with a view to eliminating glare and re- 
lieving eyestrain. 

The set is durably and attractively 
bound, the covers of the individual 
volumes shading from the light green of 
volume | to dark green on volume 7 and 
from dark blue on volume 8 to light blue 
on volume 12. 

Although there is much interesting ma- 
terial in My book house, the set as a 
whole is somewhat lacking in freshness 
and vitality. Many of the adaptations, 
which attempt to eliminate all that might 
seem crude or harsh to children, seem 
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lifeless or sentimental. A large propor- 
tion of the more interesting stories and 
poems are available in separate volumes 
found on the shelves of public libraries. 
In many homes, especially where parents 
have a limited acquaintance with chil- 
dren’s literature, the compilation may be 
of value as an introduction to good read- 
ing for children. It is recommended for 
this purpose. 


Sports of the world, by Louis Trimble. 
2icm. 260 South St. Andrews PI., 
Los Angeles, Calif., Golden syndicate 
pub. co., c1939. 266p. To libraries 
$3.50. 


According to the foreword, this volume 
was intended by the author to supply the 
need “for a complete, up to date work 
on Sports throughout the World.” About 
200 sports from some 37 different coun- 
tries are treated in the 34 chapters, ar- 
ranged alphabetically according to chap- 
ter headings. A single sport, such as 
archery, badminton, bullfighting, lacrosse, 
or volleyball is treated in some chapters, 
while in others a number of related 
sports, as deck sports, military sports, or 
water sports, are described. 

A “Glossary” at the end of the volume 
is actually an index by sports, and there 
Biblio- 
graphical references are not given. 

Equipment, rules and a brief statement 
as to origin are given for major sports, 
but minor sports often receive only a 
short sentence or paragraph. In general 
the information is not sufficiently clear or 
detailed to give an adequate understand- 
ing of the subject. Sports terms are in- 
sufficiently explained or entirely omitted. 
Diagrams are not included and the 16 


is also an index by country. 


~—, 


poorly reproduced illustrations add noth- 
ing to the text. Descriptions of some 
sports, such as volleyball, differ in cer- 
tain details from those found in other 
works on sports. Unusual names, which 
could not be verified in any other sources, 
are applied here to certain sports; e.g. 
“sully racing” to sulky racing and “‘quash 
tennis” to squash tennis. 

The sports of various countries are not 
as comprehensively treated as the title 
would indicate. Grasshopper fighting 
in China is described in a chapter, “Odd 
sports,” but the more familiar skijéring 
of the northern European countries does 
not appear. The description of curling, 
“the national game of Scotland,” does 
not suggest the forms of this sport popu- 
lar in Germany, Switzerland, etc. 

Both “Glossary” and index by coun- 
tries reveal errors and omissions. 

The volume is not well printed nor 
durably bound. The stitching is weak 
and the bright plaid silk cover, though 
attractive, is inappropriate for a book 
intended for library use. Sports of the 
world is not recommended. 


Volume library ... 29cm. 307 Fifth 
Ave., N.Y., Educators’ association, 
c1939. 2422p. red buckram $11.75; 
green fabrikoid $13.75; de luxe eds., 
special bindings $15.75 and $17.75. 


This latest edition of the Volume li- 
brary, which has gone through numerous 
partial revisions since its first appearance 
in 1911, represents a complete recasting 
and great expansion of the publication 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, January 1930 and April 1934. 
The new managing editor is Richard 
Webster, formerly assistant on the edi- 
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torial staffs of the New international 
and other encyclopedias. Names of many 
well-known persons appear in the list of 
editors and contributors to the Volume 
library. A few of these are now de- 
ceased—a fact not noted in the list. 

The volume is intended for “ready ref- 
erence and home study.” It is divided 
into 16 main sections or “books” under 
the headings: Education; Kindergarten ; 
Language and grammar; Literature; 
Geography; History; Mathematics; 
Science; Physiology and hygiene; Gov- 
ernment and law; Biography; Industry 
and trade; Multiplex dictionary; Fine 
arts; Useful miscellany; and Atlas. 

As in earlier editions, this information 
includes, besides general descriptive and 
expository material, many outlines, tables, 
and special dictionaries, such as the “Dic- 
tionary of printers’ terms,” “Dictionary 
of given names,” “Governmental and 
legal dictionary,” etc. The “Multiplex 
dictionary” gives spelling, pronunciation 
and definition of words “in most common 
use in English.” Stories, poems and 
songs with music are found in the Kin- 
dergarten section. Bibliographies are ap- 
pended to each section. 

The 1314 pages covered by similar 
material in the 1932 edition have been 
expanded to 2422 in the 1939 edition. 
The revision has been thorough. Dates, 
statistics, etc., are up to date, and the 
text has been generally improved and 
modernized by reorganization and re- 
writing, the addition of recent informa- 
tion, and improvements in the illustra- 
tions. 

The index in the 1939 edition is 
minute and accurate, including references 
to illustrations as well as to the text. 


The pictures are more numerous and 
more attractive than in previous editions. 
Many plates of fine photographs have 
been added. The text cuts, though they 
vary considerably in value, no longer 
have the former fault of being separated 
from the proper descriptive material. An 
unusual type of illustration is used in 
the biographical dictionary, where the 
sketches of certain famous people are ac- 
companied by enlarged facsimiles of com- 
memorative postage stamps bearing their 
likenesses. 

The Atlas section includes political 
maps, in black and white, of the con- 
tinents and the individual states of the 
United States. These maps are legibly 
printed and, with a few exceptions, up 
to date, and their usefulness has been in- 
creased by the addition of marginal in- 
dexes. 

Clearer and better-spaced print lends 
the pages of this edition a more pleasing 
appearance. 

The green fabrikoid binding of the 
copy examined is of durable quality but 
the joint does not seem sufficiently rein- 
forced for a volume of this size. 

With all its improvements, the Volume 
library has certain fundamental deficien- 
cies. As a result of the attempt to crowd 
so much material on such varied sub- 
jects into a single volume, information is 
sometimes too sketchy to be of real value, 
as, for instance, that on the vocations. 
The style shows great unevenness, parts 
of the volume being well written 
whereas other sections, such as that sum- 
marizing American history, are awk- 
wardly expressed or undignified in tone. 
The stories, poems and songs for little 
children, though representative in selec- 
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tion, are often given in versions or 
adaptations of no literary merit, and 
are illustrated with line drawings of 
mediocre quality. The size and weight 
of the book make it somewhat incon- 
venient to handle. 

The Volume library duplicates infor- 
mation which is usually given fuller 
treatment in the unabridged dictionar- 
ies and encyclopedias found in school 
and public libraries. It contains much, 
however, that should be of interest and 
usefulness for the home library where 
an inexpensive work of general reference 
is desired. It is recommended for this 
purpose. 


Who’s who among women lawyers, 
1939; Fiona Hale Cook, ed.-in-chief. 
23¥%acem. 60 State St., Boston, The 
Editor, 1939. viii, 117p. cloth $3. 


About one thousand women lawyers 
of the United States are included in this 
book, whose editor-in-chief is herself a 
member of the Massachusetts bar and a 
practicing attorney. It isaslight volume, 
well printed on unglazed paper. 

Entries are arranged alphabetically, 
with a geographical index at the end. 
The data include business and residential 
addresses; the bar to which admitted, 
with date; date of birth; dates of degrees 
received; type of practice; official posi- 
tions ; bar association membership ; mem- 
bership in other organizations; publica- 
tions; and data regarding marriage and 
children. All of these facts are not uni- 
formly given in every case, however, the 
information about some persons being 
very limited. 

The preface gives assurance that the 
data have been “in each instance per- 


ee 


sonally furnished,” and they are appar- 
ently accurate. It is also stated that ‘the 
Editors have tried earnestly to give an 
opportunity to every prominent woman 
lawyer in the United States to contribute. 
. .. In most cases, lack of listing of any 
who might properly be included herein 
may be attributed to the fact that the 
requested information was not seasonably 
received.” 

The latter cause may explain the omis- 
sion of many women whose achievements 
in the legal field are noteworthy, such 
as Stella Akin, special assistant to the 
attorney general of the United States; 
Mab Copeland Lineman, judge pro-tem, 
Supreme Court, Los Angeles county, 
California; Genevieve R. Cline, judge 
of the United States Customs Court; 
and others. 

Comparison of the list of attorneys 
whose names begin with the letters A-D 
included in 4 merican women, v.II, 1937- 
38, with a similar section of this volume 
reveals 63 names in American women 
and 224 in Who’s who among women 
lawyers. The latter includes only 44 of 
the 63 entries in American women. There 
are 180 names beginning with the letters 
A-D in Who’s who among women law- 
yers not included in American women. 
The sketches in American women give 
on the average fuller details. 

The names of five women lawyers in- 
cluded in Who’s who in law, 1937 were 
checked with Who’s who among women 
lawyers. Only two of these women 
prominent in the legal field are found in 
the volume under review. Two of the 
three not in Who’s who among women 
lawyers appear in Who’s who in America, 


1938-39. 
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Such examples indicate that this 
initial compilation of contemporary 
American women lawyers is not fully rep- 
resentative of its field. It may prove in- 
teresting, as a suggestive list, to voca- 
tional counselors and to certain women’s 
organizations, but its incompleteness 
minimizes its importance for the average 
library. 

Who's who among women lawyers 
is recommended only for law libraries 
or for very large general libraries. 


The Wonderland of knowledge; a 
new pictorial encyclopedia; ed.-in- 
chief, Lorimer V. Cavins; managing 
editor, Paul Randall; associate editors, 
Bertha M. White and Roderick M. 
Grant. Chicago, Publishers produc- 
tions, inc., c1937-38, 15v. 24cm. fabri- 
koid $24.75; fabrikoid school binding 
$23.90 for v.I-XII; v.XIII-XV op- 
tional at $1.95 ea. 


The Wonderland of knowledge is 
planned as an inexpensive reference tool 
for the use of children and young people 
in grades + to 10. The editor-in-chief, 
Lorimer V. Cavins, is an educator who 
has made many educational surveys and 
since 1936 has served as editor of the 
American educator encyclopedia, re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1938. Bertha M. White has had 
experience on the editorial staffs of the 
World book, Book of rural life, and 
American educator encyclopedia. Rod- 
erick M. Grant is an associate editor of 
the magazine Popular Mechanics. 

Volumes I-XII of the Wonderland of 
knowledge make up the encyclopedia 
proper and are alphabetically arranged. 
Volumes XIII-XV are supplementary 


volumes which may be purchased sepa- 
rately, v.XIII being devoted to hobbies; 
v.XIV to geographical information 
under the title, Our continent; and 
v.XV to a study guide called Guideposts 
to knowledge. 

Material in volumes I-XII covers the 
various fields of knowledge in short ar- 
ticles entered under specific headings, 
e.g., City, City manager, City planning, 
rather than grouped under broad topics. 
Many subjects found in other encyclope- 
dias have been intentionally omitted as 
not of importance to the average school 
child. According to the preface: “No 
attempt has been made to offer a substi- 
tute for good dictionaries and atlases, or 
to replace the textbooks and standard 
encyclopedias. The aim has been, rather, 


‘to supplement them and to make them 


more attractive.” 

Appeal to the imagination is empha- 
sized in the manner of presenting in- 
formation. Statistics have been elim- 
inated as much as possible in the belief 
that exact statistics are of questionable 
value to the school child, besides being 
dull and uninteresting. ‘Thus, in the 
field of production, for instance, the at- 
tempt is to show trends and effects, with 
few specific figures. 

The information is usually interest- 
ingly presented, apparently up to date 
and in general reliable, though the style 
is uneven and certain articles are by their 
brevity and ambiguity likely to prove 
misleading; e.g., those on Moccasin snake 
and Panda. The articles are unsigned. 
No special contributors are listed. Some 
subjects which one might expect to find 
in an encyclopedia for young people of 
junior high school age are omitted; e.g., 
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JuLty 
Georges Clemenceau, David Lloyd 
George; C.C.C.; Thomas Masaryk; 


Japanese beetle; and synthetic rubber. 

Cross references to related material are 
given at the ends of many articles and 
direct references are frequent. 

Pronunciation is indicated for difficult 
entry words. 

The numerous illustrations, although 
interesting and new, are poorly repro- 
duced in washes of different colors. They 
are often so placed in the text as to give 
a broken or crowded appearance to the 
page, which creates an unfavorable im- 
pression of the set. There are a number 
of plates in full colors, often of a some- 
what fanciful nature. 

Maps include only very small and un- 
satisfactory outline maps of the states of 
the United States and a few foreign 
countries. 

The paper, designed for offset print- 
ing, is gray in tone. The type is clear 
and the margins good. The typography 
and illustrations of the supplementary 
volumes are on the whole somewhat 
superior to those in volumes I-XII. 

The material in v.XIII on handicrafts, 
sports, photography, coin collecting, and 
other hobbies is not arranged in any 
systematic order and in the absence of 
an index it is hard to locate a specific 
topic. In v.XIV, the political and relief 
maps of the states of the United States 
and of the continents are too small to be 
of much value, usually covering one half 
or three quarters of a page. The ac- 
companying descriptive text and illus- 
trations add little to information found 
in articles in the encyclopedia proper. 
Volume XV attempts to correlate the 
various fields of knowledge by dividing 


—_—, 


them into “five areas of human expe- 
rience” and analyzing their social im- 
plications, with references to appropriate 
articles in the main set. Excellent short 
bibliographies by Mary A. Ayres of the 
Oak Park, Illinois, public library accom- 
pany each discussion. 

The price of the Wonderland of 
knowledge makes it worth considera- 
tion for the home in which a more ex- 
pensive encyclopedia cannot be pur- 
chased. The set is recommended only 
for this purpose. 


World book encyclopedia . . . mod- 
ern, pictorial, comprehensive. 19v. 
25%cm. Chicago, The Quarrie cor- 
poration, cl1938. roxite $92; buck- 
ram $82; cloth $72. 


The review of the World book en- 
cyclopedia, planned for this issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, has been 
postponed due to the announcement that 
a 1939 edition is to appear during the 
late summer, which will contain more ex- 
tensive revisions than any other recent 
reprint of the encyclopedia. The Com- 
mittee hopes to examine this latest edition 
as soon as it is off the press, and to publish 
a review at an early date. 


NOTES 


The Committee has had requests for 
information about a number of publica- 
tions, copies of which are not obtainable 
for examination. Most of the inquiries 
relate to recent editions of sets formerly 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bul- 
The titles are listed on the fol- 
lowing page, with brief notes and such 
bibliographical details as are available 
to the Committee: 


letin. 
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Home university bookshelf. 10v. 468 
Fourth Ave., N.Y., The University 
society [c1938] 

This set, designed for the home rather 
than the school or public library, em- 
bodies an educational method termed the 
“University plan of character education,” 
about which the Committee has received 
inquiries. According to the publisher, 
the principal unit of the work consists of 
nine volumes for children and a “Manual 
of child development” for parents. An 
earlier edition of the set was reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
January 1932. 


Home university encyclopedia. 33 W. 
42d St., N.Y., Colonial pr. [1938 ?] 
According to information from the 

Colonial press, who publish it for The 

University society, this is printed from 

revised plates for the World wide illus- 

trated encyclopedia, reviewed in the Sub- 

scription Books Bulletin, July 1935. 


How and why library. 3v. Cleveland, 
L. J. Bullard co. [1938?] 
An earlier edition was reviewed in 


Subscription Books Bulletin, April 1935. 


Universal world history ... ed. by Sir 
J. A. Hammerton. 10v. 50 W. 47th 
St., N.Y., Wm. H. Wise & co., 1937. 
Inquiries have been received in re- 

gard to a “new American edition” of 

this set, an earlier edition of which was 
reviewed in the Subscription Books 


Bulletin, April 1934. 


University illustrated encyclopedia, pre- 
pared under the editorship of C. Ralph 
Taylor ; advisory ed., Carl Van Doren. 
rev. ed. 15v. 22cm. N.Y., The Pub- 
lishers guild, inc., c1938. 


According to the publisher, this is 
printed from revised plates for the World 
wide illustrated encyclopedia, reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, July 
1935. 


Winston’s cumulative loose-leaf ency- 
clopedia and dictionary; ed.-in-chief, 
Thomas E, Finegan. 12v. Philadel- 
phia, The John C. Winston co. 
[c1938] 


An earlier edition of this title was re- 
viewed in the October 1932 issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. 


CORRECTION 
A correction should be made in the re- 
view of the New wonder world which 
appeared in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, January 1939. On p.8, column 
2, lines 32-36, the statement should read: 
“Bibliography is limited to lists of books 
for children of different ages, in volumes 
9 and 11, and a list for teachers in volume 
11, which have not been brought up to 
date; revised lists on flowers, trees, and 
insects in volume 3; and a brief list on 

photography in volume 6.” 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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